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INTERNET USE POLICY 

RATIONALE 

The Internet is a vast global network, linking computers at universities, high schools, 

businesses, private households and other sites. Through the Internet, people can 

communicate with others all over the world. It also allows access to almost limitless 

information. This information can be posted by anyone, so there is no certain way of 

guaranteeing the authenticity of the facts. In addition to this, many files are available for 

downloading over the Internet. Due to its enormous size, the Internet's potential is 

boundless. However, with such great potential for education also comes the possibility of 

abuse. It is the purpose of this list of guidelines, as well as the Contract for Internet Use, 

to ensure that all those who use the Internet, both students and staff, use this resource in 

an appropriate manner. In order to use the Internet at school, a user must first read these 

guidelines and sign the contract. The contract must also be read and signed by a 

primary caregiver, if the user is not an adult student of the College. 

PURPOSE 

The most important prerequisite for someone to receive Internet access is that each 

person takes full responsibility for their own actions. 

In addition, while QUEEN ELIZABETH COLLEGE will endeavour to monitor usage of the 

Internet, the School takes no responsibility for information or materials that are transferred 

via the Internet. 

Due to the sheer size of the Internet, many kinds of material have found their way onto the 

system. Should a user happen to find materials which may be deemed inappropriate while 

using QUEEN ELIZABETH COLLEGE'S Internet account, they should leave the page 

immediately, that is, the user should not download any material and refrain from making 

others aware of the location of such material. The user should also make staff aware of its 

presence so that blocking software can be utilised. The user should also be aware that the 

transfer of certain kinds of material is illegal and punishable by a fine or jail sentence. 

This policy lays out basic requirements for internet use within the school system. 

GUIDELINES 

QUEEN ELIZABETH COLLEGE reserves the right to examine all data stored in any machine 

involved in accessing the Internet to ensure that all users are in compliance with these 

guidelines, regulations and laws. 

No user shall gain access to the Internet link to perform any act that could be construed 

as illegal or unethical, including the use of the link to gain unauthorised access to any 

other systems. 

QUEEN ELIZABETH COLLEGE reserves the right to amend or add to these rules at any time. 

QUEEN ELIZABETH COLLEGE strongly condemns the illegal distribution of software, 

otherwise known as 'pirating'. Any user caught transferring such files through the 

Internet, by any means, shall have their Internet access revoked immediately. In addition 

to this, all users should be aware that software 'piracy' is an International offence and will 

be reported to the appropriate authorities. 
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The following uses of the QUEEN ELIZABETH COLLEGE Internet connection are considered 

unacceptable. 

1 Personal Safety 

a. You will not post personal contact information about yourself or other people. 

This information includes your address, telephone number, or school addresses,  

b. You will not agree to meet someone you have met online,  

c. You will not post private information about any people,  

d. You will notify a staff member if you receive any message that is inappropriate 

or makes you feel uncomfortable. 

2 Illegal Activities 

a. You will not attempt to gain unauthorised access to any account.   This includes 

attempting to log on without staff approval or gain access to other people's files. 

b. You will not attempt to disrupt/corrupt the computer through the use of 

viruses or programs. 

You will ensure that you are not introducing viruses by remembering to 

scan your disks regularly. 

c. You will not use the QEC Internet access to engage in any illegal activities. 

This includes dealing with drugs, manufacture of weapons, threatening others or 

software piracy. 

3 Inappropriate Language & Material 

a. You will not use obscene, lewd, profane, vulgar, rude, inflammatory or 

disrespectful language. 

b. You will not post messages that could lead to disruption or damage. 

c. You will not use the QEC Internet access to view material that is profane or 

obscene (pornography), that advocates illegal acts, or that advocates violence or 

discrimination against other people (hate literature).   A special exception to 

hate literature could be where a special research project requires such viewing 

and has been approved by both your teacher and a primary caregiver. 

d. If you mistakenly access inappropriate information you should immediately 

inform staff. 

e. You will not access "chat" sites either through IRC or the World Wide Web 

unless expressly told to do so by a teacher. 

f. You will not utilise e-mail facilities (either Web-based or otherwise) unless it 

has been approved by your teacher and a primary caregiver. 

g. Your primary caregivers should instruct you if there is additional information 

which they feel is inappropriate for you to access. QEC fully expects that you 

will follow your caregiver's instructions in such matters. 

4 Plagiarism & Copyright Infringement 

a. You will not plagiarise works that you find on the Internet. (Note: Plagiarism is 

taking the ideas or writings of others and presenting them as your own.) 

b. You will respect the rights of copyright owners.   Copyright infringement 

occurs when you inappropriately reproduce a work that is protected by a 

copyright.  If you are unsure whether or not you can use any part of someone's 

work you should request the permission of the copyright owner. 
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5 Respecting Resource Limits 

a. The system is primarily for educational use. If you are using it for other activities 

then you can be asked to desist work upon the Internet if another user with a 

genuine educational project wishes access. 

b. You will not download large files unless absolutely necessary. If necessary, you 

will download the file at a time when the system is not heavily used. 

c. If you do download any acceptable materials you must have your own media on 

which to save. 

Any saving to the hard drive could result in loss of material. In special 

circumstances the teacher may grant access to the hard drive for a short time. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The purpose of the Internet connection within this school is educational. It is essential 

that everyone who uses this connection understands this purpose. So that it is clear 

what is expected of the user, a list of unacceptable uses of the Internet is listed above, 

these are not exhaustive and personal responsibility must always be kept in mind. Please 

read this list carefully before you sign the Internet Use Contract. 

 


